
Blackdown Mendip Riding Club 

May 2011 – July 2011 

 
Note from the Chair                   May 2011 

 

Well what beautiful weather we’ve been all enjoying! Spring is 

most definitely here and the end of stable mucking out is in 

sight. Hurrah! I feel we’ve already had so many exciting things 

this year with an impressive membership renewals bring and buy, 

the superbly attended Area 12 show jumping, the Royal Windsor 

qualifiers and the fantastic fun ride to name but a few.  
 

Talking of the Royal Windsor qualifiers, a big congratulations goes to Ashleigh Taylor on Rocco who 

won the junior dressage section and means she’s off to the main event on May 12th and we wish her 

every success. Zoe Aston was a close second on Heath Carolina and she’ll be holding her breath for a 

wild card, so we’ll let you know how they get on, hopefully with some photos!  

 

The sun also energises us to get out and about so take your pick from our jam packed events 

schedule. As well as the usual wide variety of lessons and instructors we offer, the summer brings 

exciting events exclusively for our members in the form of members days, our annual show, the mini 

one day event and dates to keep your diary filled until the end of the year!  

 

We are pleased and excited to announce a BRAND NEW VENUE for our annual summer show. 
* * * * Sunday 17th July 2011 @ The Hand Equestrian Centre * * * * 

By kind permission of Helen Davis we are going to be able to offer in hand and ridden showing 

classes, dressage and show jumping on fantastic arenas in a beautiful setting. The café will be 

serving refreshments all day and fingers crossed for sunshine so you can enjoy cream teas on the 

decking whilst watching the exhilarating jumping classes. The schedule will be available very shortly.   

 

Come and join in our members days this summer too. The content of the day varies in the hope you 

might get to try something new, but the dressage element remains the same so you can accumulate 

points to compete for the coveted Bubsy senior and junior trophies. Something to aim for and I 

know the beautiful bronzes have been pride of place on many a mantle, mine included! So look out, 

I’ve got my eye on it again!  

 

Please read the rest of the flyer carefully as there is important members’ information included. Our 

club is growing daily and as I write this the membership is 369. Very impressive indeed! This means 

that the dedicated committee is working even harder to organise more lessons and events for our 

growing membership so please make sure you know what your responsibilities as a member are to 

help us run what we consider to be the best club around.   

 

And lastly; new website, old address. It’s amazing but bear with us if there are some technical 

hitches around the ‘go live’ date of May 1st. It’ll be worth it so check it out.  

 

Jo Thyer  



Area 12 dates 

 

Contact your Area 12 organiser on Area12@blackdownmendiprc.co.uk for further 

information. 

Keep an eye out on the Area 12 tab on the website too.  

 

                         Area 12 Round Up 

 

 

Winter Indoor Team Show Jumping 
 
BMRC entered six senior and one junior team for the Winter SJ held at Badgworth Arena 

in February. Although none of our teams qualified for the finals, it was lovely to see so 

many of our members out supporting the club. The next chance for some show jumping will 

be at the Taunton Show this summer - so get practising. The club also hosted this event, 

and we would like to thank all the people who came and helped it run so smoothly - we can't 

make the club work without people willing to give up their time, so your assistance was 

greatly appreciated. We had many compliments from the other clubs about how smoothly 

the competition ran, and it was a good day for all.  

 

Horse Trials 
 

At the recent Area 12 eventing, BMRC was again well represented - we had three senior 

novice teams, one senior intermediate team and a junior novice team, along with a junior 

novice individual and a senior open individual. Results have not yet been confirmed, but we 

hear congratulations are in order to Jo Tasker who finished 3rd in her section. The next 

flyer will give a comprehensive roundup of how the members got on.  

 

Dressage to Music 

 

Our next event is Dressage to Music on 30th May - entries need to be with Jo Thyer by 

6th May, so get those entry forms downloaded from our website or email 

chair@blackdownmendiprc.co.uk  as soon as possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

30th May 2011 Dressage to Music Kingston Maurward 

2nd July 2011 Taunton Horse Show Pontispool 

 

 
Show Photography, Stable Calls 

Special Occasions 

BMRC Members Discounts on All Purchases 

www.equestrianimages.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook 



Members Days 
Please see website for details or forms at the end of the flyer 

 
7th May at Regil Lane Livery, Winford, Bristol 

Dressage and clear round cross country 

 

18th June at Regil Lane Livery, Winford, Bristol 

Combined training 

 

30th July at Milfort House Stables, Lower Langford 

Dressage and clear round show jumping 

 

Annual Show 
 
Sunday 17th July at the Hand Equestrian Centre 

Dressage, show jumping, in hand and ridden showing 

classes 

Schedule on our website and locally very soon…. 

 

 

 

Dog Show 

 
Saturday 13th August 1pm-4pm at Sycamore Farm, Stone 

Allerton 

Fun classes, BBQ and refreshments 

 

 

20th Birthday Celebrations 
 

Saturday 1st October at Shipham Village Hall 

Celidh with ‘The Backroom Band’ 

 
 

Ball and Casino Night 
 

Friday 25th November at Rookery Manor 

Dinner, dancing and fun casino 

Dates Dates Dates Dates for for for for 
your diaryyour diaryyour diaryyour diary    



Riding Club Riding & Welfare Tests 
 

As the club is constantly looking to evolve, one of the things we feel members would enjoy 

is the opportunity to do riding and welfare tests. 

 

They follow a similar format to Pony Club badges and the BHS stages. You can do Riding or 

just the welfare exams depending on your preferences. Another important thing to note is 

that you DO NOT HAVE TO JUMP if you do not wish to.  

 

In Level 1 you are only expected to ride over trotting poles and in Level 2 if you want to 

include jumping the height is 60cm max.  

 

The first one we will be offering as a club will be BRC Riding 1 and Welfare 1. We are 

looking to progress members through the different levels. 

 

Why do them? 

They are an excellent way of earning a qualification and also expanding your knowledge 

about riding and stable management.  

 

They can also be a fun way of learning more information and keeping up to date with horse 

knowledge. The exams are designed not to catch you out but to check that you have the 

correct knowledge. Everyone in the RC is easily capable of passing Level 1! 

 

If you are a more ambitious rider you can use these exams to bypass up to Stage 3 BHS 

exams or practise for your PC tests. 

 

Training? 

There will be training sessions organised in the evening to help you prepare before your 

exam. These will be practical stable management lessons to cover the syllabus and also 

riding sessions. There will be a cost if you wish to attend these. Training will most likely be 

with Anna House (nee Gallie) at Sidcot School.  

 

We ideally need a minimum of 8 people for a group to make it cost effective to run. Training 

will be a mixture of classroom and practical. 

 

If we get over 16 people wishing to take part, we will probably have a fast track group for 

more experienced/confident members who will then take the exam earlier. 

 

We will be running mock exams for members to practise and make sure they are completely 

prepared for the exam. 

 

For more information or to be emailed more comprehensive information with the 
complete syllabus for each level please email training@blackdownmendip.co.uk 
 



OK, we’re going to have a moan now….. 
 
Over the last three months we have worked hard to put on a huge variety of lessons which have generally been 

very well attended.  We hope you have enjoyed and benefitted from them. 

 

However some lessons are being booked up and then people are not attending. This is at best disappointing and 

at worst selfish. We realise there are of course instances when you need to change your plans or emergencies 

occur but we are noticing an increasing trend in people simply failing to turn up with no notice or cancelling 

with very short notice which leaves us little or no time to fill spaces off waiting lists, and other members are 

missing out. 

 

A couple of examples which offer food for thought…. 

 

On a recent lesson 3 of the 4 people booked failed to turn up on the day. There were three additional 

people on the wait list who were denied the opportunity to attend as a result. 

 

In another example only 3 of 5 people booked turned up for two SJ lessons. If either of the no shows 

had let us know before we could have merged the lesson into one group and cost the RC, and as such 

the members nothing. 

 

The RC works very hard to offer such an extensive range of lessons and we know the vast majority of the 

membership appreciate and value this. Please just remember if you book something you are expected to 

attend. If you cannot attend please give as much notice as possible – filling lessons off waiting list is not as 

simple as it sounds.  

 

As a result, we are now going to charge people for any lesson cancellation within 5 days – regardless of 

whether we can fill the space. Any additional funds raised, if we do then fill the space, will be used to cover 

other lessons which would otherwise run at a loss, allowing more lessons to run.  

 

Your responsibilities as a member: 
 

� Book the lessons you want to attend 

� Check your booking has been received by checking the lesson on the blog 

� If you’re on the waiting list, keep checking the blog to see if you have got a space in the lesson 

� If you want to cancel, do it more that 5 days before the lesson 

� If you miss a lesson, please pay!  

 

The constitution states: 

 

17. If less than 5 days cancellation notice is given for a lesson then you will be charged in full. Lessons are 

arranged for the enjoyment and progression of Club members – please do not exploit fellow members or the 

Club by booking and not attending or cancelling late unless in exceptional circumstances.  

19. It is the responsibility of the member to check if they have been booked onto lessons, if they have been 

placed on a waiting list or if they have been moved from a waiting list into a lesson. Members can check lesson 

bookings by, in first instance, checking the website lesson blog, in second instance, contacting a lesson booker 

and in third instance, contacting a Committee member. 

20. Members will only be contacted about their bookings if a lesson has been cancelled or changed. However, 

although every attempt is made to contact members about lesson cancellations/changes, it is the 

responsibility of the member to check the website blog to make sure the lessons/clinic is taking place and/or 

lesson details have not changed. 



Lessons 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EMAILING LESSON BOOKINGS IS PREFERABLE!!!! 
 
Tariffs 
 

Unless otherwise stated in the lesson details: 

• Flatwork lessons £10 

• Show Jumping £10  

• Indoor show jumping £20 

• Beanie Box lessons £15 (groups of 2) 

• Christine Baker 2 people £15pp, 3 people £13.50pp, 4 people £10pp 

 

 

Directions and maps for venues are on www.blackdownmendiprc.co.uk  

 

 

We are fortunate to be offered venues so please use them courteously so we 

can use them again. Please ensure they are left clean and tidy by picking up any 

hay and removing any droppings from arenas and around your horsebox. 

 

 

 

Events are for Blackdown Mendip Riding Club Members ONLY unless otherwise stated 

 
X Country  

Hannah Pearce – 07879812507 or xc@BlackdownMendipRC.co.uk 

Flatwork 
Sue Webb – 07887 826678 or swebb22@btinternet.com 

Jumping 
Tara Phillis – 07971 876757 or Jump@BlackdownMendipRC.co.uk 

 

 

If your chosen lesson is full, please still show your interest as we will try to provide another 
hour with the instructor or give you a place if another member cancels. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  Flatwork 
Alaina Webster 

Tarnock 

11am and 12pm 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

  Members Day 
Regil Lane Livery 

Dressage 

Clear round xc 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Jumping 
Christine Baker 
Chelvey 

6pm (up to 2ft6”) 

7pm (over 2ft6”) 

Course Jumping 
Jayne Smart 
Roughmoor 

Up to 2ft 6” 

6.30pm 

Flatwork 
Jo May 
West Stoughton 

6pm and 7pm 

Jumping 
Anna Gallie 
Sidcot School 

6pm (up to 2ft6”) 

7pm (over 2ft6”) 

Jumping 
Sophie Clark 
Highfields 

Mixed ability 

10am and 11am 

 Flatwork 
Beanie Box 
Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

Flatwork 
Di Higgins 

Claverham 

10am and 11am 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Cross Country 
Andrew Lovell 

Pre book clinics 

Pointspool 

Please see 
website for 

details.  

 Jumping 
Claire Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 

6pm (over to 2ft6”) 

7pm (up to 2ft6”) 

Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Mixed ability 

1pm 
Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

Jumping with 
confidence  

Jo Cooper 

Ashton Rd Farm 

10am and 11am 
Max 3 per group 

Flatwork 
Anna Gallie 

Tarnock 

10am and 11am 

 

Jumping 
Jo May 

West Stoughton 

10am (over 2ft6”) 

11am (up to2ft6”) 
 

Flatwork 
Jo May 

West Stoughton 

10am and 11am 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 Course Jumping 

Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Over 2ft 6” 

6.30pm 

 Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

 
 

 Flatwork 
Rachel Atwell 

Rhodyate Farm 

10am and 11am 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 
2 people per 

group 

29 30 31 
Flatwork 
Claire Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 

6pm and 7pm 

 

Course Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Up to 2ft 6” 

6.30pm 

 

X Country  
Hannah Pearce – 07879812507 

xc@blackdownmendiprc.co.uk 

Flatwork 
Sue Webb – 07887 826678           

swebb22@btinternet.com 

Jumping 
Tara Phillis – 07971 876757 

Jump@BlackdownMendipRC.co.uk  

 Area 12 
Dressage to 
Music 
Kingston 

Maurward 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

X Country 
Hannah Pearce – 07879812507 

xc@blackdownmendiprc.co.uk 

Flatwork 
Sue Webb – 07887 826678           

swebb22@btinternet.com 

Jumping 
Tara Phillis – 07971 876757 

Jump@BlackdownMendipRC.co.uk 

1 2 3 4 
Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

 

Flatwork 
Alaina Webster 

Tarnock 

11am and 12pm 

Jumping 
Anna Gallie 

Sidcot School 

6pm and 7pm 

Mixed ability 

 Cross Country 
For the 1st timer 

Clare Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 

11am and 12pm 

Body protectors 

are compulsory 

No fixed peak 

hats. Medical 

armbands 
advised 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 Jumping 

Clare Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 

6pm (over 2ft6”) 

7pm (up to2ft6”) 

 Jumping 
Rachel Atwell 

Rhodyate Farm 

6pm and 7pm 

 

Flatwork 
Anna Gallie 

Tarnock 

10am and 11am 

 

Flatwork 
Jo May 

West Stoughton 

10am and 11am 

Jumping 
Jo May 

West Stoughton 

10am and 11am 

Mixed ability 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Flatwork 
Di Higgins 

Claverham 
10am and 11am 

  Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 
From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

Flatwork 
Anna Gallie 

Tarnock 
10am and 11am 

 

 Members Day 
Regil Lane Livery 

Combined 
training 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 Flatwork 

Clare Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 

6pm and 7pm 

 

Course Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Over 2ft 6” 

6.30pm 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

Jumping 
Sophie Clark 

Highfields  

6pm (up to 2ft6”) 

7pm (over 2ft6”) 

 Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

26 27 28 
Jumping with 
confidence  

Jo Cooper 

Ashton Rd Farm 

10am and 11am 
Max 3 per group 

 

29 
Flatwork 
Rachel Atwell 

Rhodyate Farm 

6pm and 7pm 

 

30 
Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Mixed ability 

1pm 

 

  
Jumping 
Christine Baker 

Chelvey 

2pm and 3pm 

Mixed ability 

Course Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Up to 2ft 6” 

6.30pm 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
31 X Country  

Hannah Pearce – 07879812507 xc@blackdownmendiprc.co.uk 

Flatwork 
Sue Webb – 07887 826678           swebb22@btinternet.com 

Jumping 
Tara Phillis – 07971 876757 Jump@BlackdownMendipRC.co.uk  

1 

2 
 Area 12 

Taunton Show 

Pontispool  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
  Flatwork 

Alaina Webster 

Tarnock 

11am and 12pm 

Jumping 
Clare Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 
6pm (up to 2ft6”) 

7pm (over 2ft6”) 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

 Flatwork 
Jo May 

West Stoughton 

10am and 11am 

 

Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Flatwork 
Di Higgins 

Claverham 

10am and 11am 

 

  Flatwork 
Rachel Atwell 

Rhodyate 

6pm and 7pm 

 

Flatwork 
Anna Gallie 

Tarnock 

10am and 11am 

 

 Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

Jumping 
Jo May 

West Stoughton 

10am (over 2ft6”) 

11am (up to 2ft6”) 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Summer Show 
The Hand 

Equestrian 

Centre 
Clevedon 

Dressage 

Show jumping 

In hand showing 

Ridden showing 

Course Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Over 2ft 6” 
6.30pm 

Jumping 
Sophie Clark 

Highfields 

Mixed ability 

10am and 11am 

 Flatwork 
Beanie Box 

Milfort House 

From 10am 
2 people per 

group 

Jumping 
Rachel Atwell 

6pm (over 2ft6”) 

7pm (up to 2ft6”) 

Mini Cross 
Country 
Clare Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 
6.30pm 

Jumping with 
confidence  

Jo Cooper 

Ashton Rd Farm 
10am and 11am 

Max 3 per group 

Jumping 
Anna Gallie 

Sidcot School 

6pm (up to 2ft6”) 

7pm (over 2ft6”) 

Jumping 
Jayne Smart 

Roughmoor 

Mixed ability 
1pm 

 

 

24 25 26 
Flatwork 
Jo May 
West Stoughton 

6pm and 7pm 

 

27 
Flatwork 
Beanie Box 
Milfort House 

From 10am 

2 people per 

group 

 

28 29 30 
Members Day 
Milfort House 
Dressage 

Clear round SJ 

Jumping 
Christine Baker 

Chelvey 

2pm (over 2ft6”) 
3pm (up to 2ft6”) 

Flatwork 
Clare Loney 

Regil Lane Livery 

6pm and 7pm 
 



 
Chair: Jo Thyer      Membership:  Jo Tasker      Treasurer:  Catherine Withers      Secretary:  Tara Phillis 

MEMBERS DAY ENTRY FORM 
Combined Training, Dressage & SJ 

 

Saturday, 18th June 2011 
 

Venue:   Regil Livery, Winford BS40 8AX 
     Courtesy of Anna Patch  
 

NAME OF RIDER: 
 

                                                     Please indicate  

Junior or Senior 
NAME OF HORSE: 
 

 

ADDRESS: 
 

 
 
 
 

Tel Number:  
Email:  
DETAIL OF ENTRY: 
(please tick all entries) 
Class 1a & 2a £8 per class 
Class 1b & 2b £5 per class 
Class 1c & 3c £5 per class 
 
Horses can only be 
entered in 1 section per 
class 
Entries will be limited  
 
If time allows a 2’6 – 2’9 
show jumping class will 
run at end of day.  Entries 
will be taken on the day 
for this class at £5 per 
horse 

Class 1 (A) Combined Training (Entry = £8) 

Walk & Trot B (2009) with  2’ – 2’3 Show Jumping �  
 
Class 1 (B) Dressage (Entry = £5) 

Walk & Trot B (2009) �  
 

Class 1 (C) Show Jumping (Entry = £5) 

2’ – 2’3 Show Jumping �  
 

Class 2 (A) Combined Training (Entry = £8) 

Prelim 1 (2006) with 2’3 – 2’6  Show Jumping �  
 

Class 2 (B) Dressage (Entry = £5) 

Prelim 1 (2006) �  
 
Class 2 (C) Show Jumping (Entry = £5) 

2’3 – 2’6  Show Jumping �  
����----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------���� 

** ENTRIES by Tuesday 14th June 2011 ** 

NO telephone or late entries accepted 

Times available from 6pm on Thursday 16th June. Please see website 

www.blackdownmendiprc.co.uk  

or ring between 7pm & 8pm - Emma Vowles 07833 995053 

 
 
 



 
Chair: Jo Thyer      Membership:  Jo Thyer      Treasurer:  Catherine Withers      Secretary:  Tara Phillis 

 

MEMBERS DAY DRESSAGE 
ENTRY FORM 

 

Saturday, 30th July 2011 
 

Venue:  Milfort House Stables, Lower Langford, Bristol BS40 5HU 
    Courtesy of Miss B Box (Please use entrance directly off A38) 
 

NAME OF RIDER: 
 

                                                     Please indicate  

Junior or Senior 
NAME OF HORSE: 
 

 

ADDRESS: 
 

 
 
 
 

Tel Number: 
 

 

Email: 
 

 

DETAIL OF ENTRY: 
(please tick all entries) 
Dressage Classes 
£5 per entry  
or  
3 classes = £12 
(No dressage entries on 
the day) 
 
Show Jumping £3 per 
round (Entries on the day) 
 

Class 1          Walk & Trot B (2009) �  
Class 2           Prelim 10    (2002)      � 

Class 3           Prelim 14   (2006)     � 

Class 4           Novice 30  (2006)    � 
 
 
 

����----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------���� 

** DRESSAGE ENTRIES by Wednesday 27th July 2011 ** 

 

Times available from 6pm on Thursday 28th July  

Please see website www.blackdownmendiprc.co.uk or ring between 7pm & 8pm  

Claire Curry 07845 560001 or Hannah Pearce 07879 812507 

 

NO telephone or late entries accepted 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Andrew Lovell (BHSI) 
Cross Country clinics for all abilities 

Pontispool, Nr Taunton 
 

15th May 2011 

 

1 ½ hour group sessions at £37pp 

(4-6 riders per group) 

 

 

 

 

NAME: ______________________________________ 

 

E-MAIL: _____________________________________ 

 

TEL: ________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: _________________________ 

 

In order to group you with people of a similar level please indicate to what level you are comfortably 

jumping by ticking one option as appropriate: 

 

2’ – 2’3” □    2’3” – 2’6” □    2’6” – 2’9” □   2’9” and above □ 

 

Special Requests (i.e if you would like to be in the same group as someone else) 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Please complete this form and send with your payment to: 

Brookside 

Greenhill Road 

Sandford 

Winscombe 

North Somerset 

BS25 5PF 

Cheques payable to: Blackdown Riding Club and post dated for 6th May 2011 
(Riding club vouchers can be used as part payment for clinic.  Please send voucher with this application form) 
 

��------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------�� 

 

This clinic is only available to members of Blackdown Mendip RC 

Limited places and applications will be dealt with on a first come first served basis with a wait list put in place if 

clinics are fully booked. 

Clinic times will be available 1 week prior to clinic and will be listed on the lesson blog 

Closing date for applications and payment is May 6th 2011 

 

Cancellations 

• A full refund will be made if cancelled fourteen days prior to clinic. 

• If less than 14 days notice is given refunds will be only be given if we can find 

a replacement 

• No refund given if cancelled 48 hours prior to clinic. 

 

Contact: Claire Curry 

Email: claire@blackdownmendiprc.co.uk 

Phone: 07845 560001 

www.blackdownmendiprc.co.uk 

 
 
 

 


